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Ghe National Restaurant
Asseciation recognized the
i owners of three indepen-
# dent restamrants and an on-
site foodservice provider with its
2010 Faces of Diversity Awaxds.

The wicners of the awards,
which celebrate diversity within
the restauwrant indusiry, were
announced during the assoeis-
tion’s annual Public Affairs Con-
ference last month,

Awards were given in two cat-
egories: The American Dream
Awards, which bonor individu-
als from diverse backgrounds
who have achieved success de-
spite facing tough hurdles; and
the Inspiration Award, which is
given to & restaurant company
that exhibits leadership and vi-
sion as an advocate of diversity
and inchusion. .

American Dream Awards
went to Matilda and Jeseph No-
vak, propriefors of Novak's Hun-
garian Restaurant in Albany,
Ore.; Widiiono “Yono” Purnoma,
owaer-cperator of Yono's in Al-
hany, NY,; and Talki Sawi, own-
er of Santerini Greek Kitchen in
Indianapolis, Sodexo USA, the
Gaithersburg, Md_-based con-
tract foodservice provider, won
the Inspiration Award.

“It is our honor to recognize
the winners of our.2010 TFaces
of Diversity Awards for their
achievement " and  inspiration,”
said Dawn Sweency, the NRA%
president and chief execuiive.
“Diversity is a key ingredient of
our industry’s cwrvent and fu-
ture success.”

This year's American Dream
winners were chosen from a field
of 15 nominees and selected by
ar independent comnittee of in-
Gustiy experts.

Phe Novaks endured years of
hardship in their native Hunga-
1y during the 1940s and 1950s
before flecing in 1957 to the
United States to avoid retribu-
tion for participating in a failed
anti-communist uprising. Their

indusbrg’s strivars with

Right: Buffalo Wild Wings president and chief execntive Sally Swith, who
alsa is the HRA's vice chair; Yano Parneme, owner-operator of Yono's in
Albiany, N.Y.; ant Pete Popovich, vice president of PepsiCo Foodservice

daunghter, Kaven, now owns the
vestaurant, though the couple
remains involved in Noval's
operation. '

“I'n honored $o stand hera be-
fore yor and tell you what makes
this country so preat)” Joseph
Novak safd upun receiving Lis
award. “You can do it if vou want
to,” he said, explaining that in
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Above: Rohini Anand, gishal chief diveysity officer, Sodexo Inc.
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America anyone can suceeed if
they work hard and perseverc.
Purnomo, who grew up in
poverty in Indonesia, came to
America in 31978 while working
for the Holland Ameriea craise
line. Since purchasing his first
restanrant in 1983, he has pone
on to achieve spme celsbrity-
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chef fame, appearing on NEC's
“Today” show and on the Food
Network, He has cooked for o
rumber of sold-out James Beard
House events and alse is & ien-
tor to students interested in pur-
suing culinary careers,

“I feel fortunate, he said,
“Yorking hard and pursuing
your dream is one of the many

wonderful freedors we enjoy in

the United States”

Sawi, who left his nalive
Egypt following the death of his
parents, said he knew from the
time he was 14 years oid that he
wanted to become a restaura-
teur. After marrying and mov-
ing to Tndianapolis, he achieved
his dream by cpening a smail
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Above; Scholarship recipient
Marcus Efferd-Singletos

Right, from teft: Buféala Wild

. Wings' Sally Smith, scholatship -

winner Asfiasli Jimersen and Pete
Popovich of PepsiGo Feodservice

restaurant, which he has ex-
panded over the years.

“I came to this country and
did what T have passion about,”

Sawi said at the ceremony, “This -
is the greatest country in the -~

werld” .
Gaithershurg, Md.-based So-

Above, [eft: formeyr NRA chalrman Michael Kanfmax; Daws Sweenoy, NRA president and chief
background; and Rohini Anand, global chlef diversity officer, Sadexo Ine., who accepte

Above, tight; Joseph and Matllda Noval founded Navak's H ian fest

ive; HRA hoard bey Michae! Storaberg, In

d the Inspiration Award on her company's bebaff

t in Albasy, Ote., after fleeing Ehelr nativa Hungary in 2957,

dexe was honored for its integra-
tion of diversity and inclusion
into its Tecruiling, employee de-
velopmens, mentoring, commu-
nity involvement and supplier
‘suisourcing practices,

Rohini Anand, senior vice
president and global chief diver-
sity officer for Sodexo, accepted
the Inspiration Award on behall
of the company. -

“Foodservice is the first poeint
of employment for many peaple
coming into the United States,”
she said. “We clearly recognize
our commitment to diversity
and inclusion, bus our work has
just begun, Our commitraent re-
malns steadfast.”

Tn addition to ihe Faces of
Diversity Awards, the NEA also
recognized four culinary stu-
dents with seholarghips to help

- them pursue thelr educations
_and careers. This year's schol-

arship winners were Marcus
Tfford-Singleton, who is enrolied

_at Robert Morvis University in

Chicago; Frederick Howard,
a student at Johnson & Wales
University in Providence, R.I;
Ashanti Jimersen, whe stiends
Howard University in Washing-
ton, DO and Mario Robles, a
gtudent envalled in San Diego
University’s Hospifality and
Tourism Management Program.
- PepsiCo Foodservice is a
founding partner and sponsar
of the Faces of Diversity Awards
program, 8
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